
 

 
 

CITY OF HAYWARD LIBRARY COMMISSION 
Library and Community Services Department 

 
Hayward Public Library 
Administrative Office 

835 C Street, Hayward, CA 94541 
 

September 19, 2011 
6:30 PM 

 
A G E N D A 

 

1.  Call to Order 

2.  Pledge of Allegiance 

3.  Roll Call 

4.  Introductions / Welcome New Library Commissioner Isabel Sanchez 

5.  Minutes of Meeting of June 20, 2011 

6.  Public Comment 
This section provides an opportunity to address the Library Commission on items listed on the 
agenda, as well as other  items of  interest. The Commission welcomes comment and requests 
that speakers present  their remarks within established  time  limits.    (Individual comments are 
set at a 3‐minute time  limit; comments on behalf of a group are set at a 5‐minute time  limit.)  
As the Commission  is prohibited by State  law from discussing  items not  listed on the agenda, 
your item will be taken under consideration and may be referred to staff. 
 

7. Staff Presentation    
a. Library and Community Services Department Overview 

 
8. Reports 

a. Director of Library and Community Services Report 
b. Friends of the Hayward Public Library Report 
c. Library Commission Report 
d. City Council Liaison Report 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Assistance will be provided to those requiring accommodations for disabilities in compliance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  Please request the accommodation at least 48 hours in 
advance of the meeting by contacting Library Administration at 510/881-7954 or by calling the TDD line 
for those with speech and hearing disabilities at 510/247-3340. 
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9. New Business    

a. Election of Officers 
 
10.  Agenda Building 

 
11.  Adjournment 
   



  
 
 

Minutes of the Library Commission Meeting 
Library and Community Services Department 

 
Hayward Public Library 
Administrative Office 

835 C Street, Hayward CA 94541 
 

June 20, 2011 
 
 
 
1. Call to Order:  Commission Chair Kelly Greenne called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM. 
 
2. Pledge of Allegiance:  Commissioners recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3. Attendance: 
 

 
 
Commissioner 

Attendance 
this 

Meeting 

Present to Date 
Regular 
Meetings 

Absent to Date 
Regular 
Meetings 

Attendance 
Special 
Meetings 

Linda Bennett 
Lisa Brunner 
Kelly Greenne 
Judy Harrison  
Kari McAllister 
Monica Schultz 

X 
X        
X 
0 
X 
X 

7 
7 
8 
6 
8 
8 

1 
1 
0 
2 
0 
0 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

 
City Staff:    Sean Reinhart, Director of Library and Community Services 
Guest:      Will Schultz 

 
4. Approval of Minutes of Meeting of April 18, 2011   
 

Board Action:  It was moved and seconded to approve the minutes of the meeting of 
April 18, 2011.  Motion unanimously carried. 

 
5. Public Comment:  No public comments offered.   

 
 
 



6. Reports: 
 

• The  Director  of  Library  and  Community  Services  referred  Commissioners  to  the 
Library Department Activity and  Statistical Reports  for May 2011,  included  in  their 
agenda packets, for information on recent programs and events. 

 
• The Friends of the Library Report was provided by Director Reinhart, who noted that 

while  Commissioner Harrison was  unable  to  attend  the meeting,  she  forwarded  a 
written report to be presented by staff (copy of report attached). 

 
• Library Commissioners reported on recent activities: 

 
° Commissioner Brunner attended an educational summit hosted by Supervisor 

Lockyer.   She was  impressed with David Korth’s presentation which  focused 
heavily  on  library  services  in Hayward.   A  copy  of  the  presentation will  be 
obtained and forwarded to the Library Commission. 

 
° Commissioner Schultz  is participating  in the Bill & Melinda Gates  initiative to 

establish technology benchmarks in libraries.   
 
° Commissioner Greenne commented positively on the increase in the number 

of  items  in  the  library  collection.   Director Reinhart  added  that  this  is  only 
possible due to a greater number of items being in circulation (and therefore 
not  on  the  library  shelves,  where  there  is  no  room  for  additional  items.)  
Commissioner  Greenne  also  commented  positively  on  the  new  $135,000 
grant award from First 5 Alameda County.   

 
• Director Reinhart provided the City Council Liaison report, offering a reminder about 

the Volunteer Open House on June 30, 2011.  The City is seeking a volunteer from the 
Library Commission  to  represent at  the event  (Commissioner  Schultz  volunteered).  
The deadline  for submittal of applications to serve  is July 8  in the Office of the City 
Clerk.    There  is  one  known  vacancy  on  the  Library  Commission  to  fill  this  year 
(Commissioner  Ayala).    Commissioners  are  encouraged  to  refer  qualified  and 
interested candidates to the Open House event and the online application. 

 
7. Adjournment:  The Library Commission adjourned to Chef’s Experience/China Bistro for their 

dinner at 6:45 PM. 
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Attachment to Library Commission Minutes 
Meeting of June 20, 2011 
 
 
Friends of the Hayward Public Library  
June 2011 Report to the Library Commission 
 
 
Year‐end financial report: 
 
  Marge Keller Shelves  $  8,110.61 
  Spiczak (Weekes)  913.44 
  CSUEB  143.64 
  Mission fish  29.89 
  Café Caribe  256.26 
  Better World Books  488.72 
  Saturday Sales  16,962.24 
  BTU  2,291.00 
  Membership  4,163.00 
  Donations  1,154.00 
  Found in books  150.00 

TOTAL    $ 34,662.80 
 
Money used for library programs: 
  Youth  $   8,754.51 
  Adult  27,387.82 
 
TOTAL    $ 42,302.96 
 
 
Exciting news: 
 
Thanks to our fabulous library staff, the Friends of the Hayward Public Library are the recipient of a 
$20,000 donation from a local family all of whom are avid library users.  We are in awe of such 
generosity and know that it came because of the service they receive each time they use our library. 
The family has asked that some of the money be used to purchase current nonfiction works in 
English and Chinese and current fiction in Chinese and to purchase a wooden bookcase with a 
plaque honoring their uncle (similar to Marge Keller’s shelves and plaque, I think).  
 
We are reviewing draft logos and hopefully will have a new logo by the end of the summer. 
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Library Director’s Report  
September 2011 

 
 
 
 
 
A Message from the Director 

Fiscal Year 2011‐ by the Numbers

1,277,359 Circulation 
4,435 Circ. Per Day 

613,223 Customer Visits 
2,129 Visits per Day 

130,514 Computer Users 
21,814 Educational Program Users 
11,310 Educ. Volunteer Hours 

 
In recent years, budget time has been a time of tremendous 
challenges for the City of Hayward and all its departments, 
including the Library and Community Services Department, as we 
face increasingly difficult decisions in response to the economic 
recession.  As the City continues to grapple with the difficulty of 
serving the community with sharply limited resources and steeply 
escalating costs, it becomes imperative to continually re-examine 
and prioritize our activities and services to ensure that we are 
giving our community the best bang for their buck.  
 
Over the past five years, demand for Library services as measured by 
circulation statistics has been steadily increasing by a factor of 10% each 
year, reaching record high levels.  Over the same time period, Library 
staffing levels were cumulatively reduced 26%.  

July 2011‐ by the Numbers 

117,821 Circulation 
4,712 Circ. Per Day 

56,793 Customer Visits 
2,272 Visits per Day 

11,373 Computer Users 
1,113 Educational Program Users

923 Educ.Volunteer Hours 

 
In the most recent budget process, the FY 2012 process, an additional 
six (6) positions in the Library Services Division (4.6 FTE total) were 
eliminated as of July 1 -- a 9% staffing cut that will save the General 
Fund nearly $500,000 annually.  This cut was difficult, but ultimately 
was made in response to significant projected General Fund deficits in 
FY 2012 and beyond.  
 
In light of the record-high demand for library open hours among 
Hayward residents to support their educational and information needs, 
and because the six eliminated positions were vacant (due to a carefully 
planned attrition plan), fortunately no reduction in regular library 
operating hours was necessary – yet.  However, because the Library 
Services staff runs very lean as it is, immediate service reductions in 
other areas were necessary as of July 1, to refocus available resources 
toward direct public service during open hours.  
 
These service reductions included among others: a 33% reduction in 
early childhood education and parenting programs; a 50% reduction in 
outreach activities to Hayward elementary schools to support literacy; 
and a 75% reduction in after-school programs for teens (not including the Homework Centers). The impacts of 
these reductions resulted in (respectively): approximately 450 fewer Hayward children ages 0-3 and parents 
attending early childhood literacy and parenting classes per month; approximately 3,500 fewer Hayward 
elementary school students supported by literacy outreach per quarter; and 50 fewer days per year in which 

August 2011‐ by the Numbers 

116,279 Circulation 
4,306 Circ. Per Day 

57,326 Customer Visits 
2,123 Visits per Day 

12,690 Computer Users 
874 Educational Program Users
888 Educ.Volunteer Hours 
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structured programs are offered for Hayward teens in the library after school (not including the Homework 
Centers). 
 
Library staff has done an amazing job keeping up with the increasing demand for library services despite having 
fewer staff available to deliver them.  They have done this through hard work, dedication, and a willingness to 
continuously adapt and change to become ever leaner and more efficient as an organization – even as they 
continue to deliver excellent customer service to the Hayward community.  The Library is highly effective in 
identifying and securing grants to support new and existing programs and services -- the Library received a total 
of $287,510 in grants in FY 2011.  Plus, our incredible corps of volunteers, over 300 strong, makes it possible for 
the Library to deliver high quality services and programs for children, families and teens after school especially. 
For instance, with the help of 100 trained After School Homework Support Center volunteers, the Library was 
able to help 700 individual Hayward schoolchildren to improve their academic achievement and raise their test 
scores an average of 11 percentage points last year.  With the financial support of our non-profit partners Friends 
of the Hayward Public Library and Hayward Literacy Council, the Library is able to provide additional critical 
literacy programs for children, families, and adults in Hayward.  Their fundraising efforts are invaluable and can’t 
be understated, however they are not enough to close the City’s significant budget deficit problems on their own. 
 
The upcoming fiscal year, FY 2013, is going to be the most challenging one yet for the City of Hayward and 
especially for the Library.  Several years of cuts to the Library budget has made us one of the leanest and most 
efficient library systems in the Bay Area.  There are no vacant positions, no efforts wasted, and no surplus dollars 
in Hayward Public Library.  Unfortunately, the economic outlook for the city in the coming fiscal year indicates 
that yet more cuts are needed City wide.  Any further budget cuts could potentially result in the library needing to 
close doors and reduce hours in order to make ends meet.  We know this is not what our community wants; we 
can see it in the stories and statistics we collect every day, which tell us unequivocally that library use is 
increasing dramatically as more people turn to us for Internet access, books, information, educational support and 
job seeking assistance during these tough economic times.  
 
Hayward is very fortunate to have solid fiscal leadership in our Mayor, City Council and City Manager.  These 
key decision makers really do listen to what community members are saying about what they think the City's 
budget priorities should be.  It's vitally important that our entire diverse community takes advantage of the many 
available opportunities to make their voices heard in discussions about the budget priorities of the City.  There are 
many questions to be asked and many difficult decisions to be made in the upcoming fiscal year.  For example, 
how much do Hayward residents want and need more or better public library facilities and services in Hayward? 
To what extent would Hayward residents be willing to allow Library educational services to children and families 
to be cut or even eliminated, in a worst-case budget scenario, if it were done potentially to avoid making equally 
difficult cuts to other, larger City services?  These questions and the various answers to them, lead to even deeper 
questions, such as what kind of educational support system should Hayward residents provide for children in our 
community, now and in the future?  What kind of community do Hayward residents want to have in the next five, 
ten, and twenty years down the road?  What are the decisions being made today, that will irreversibly change the 
fabric of our community tomorrow?  The answers to these questions form the foundational priorities that guide 
and inform the decision-making processes of City Council.  This is why Hayward community members can and 
should voice their opinions on the City services that are a priority to them, at every opportunity.  This coming 
year is possibly the most important one in recent memory for determining and shaping the future of Hayward as a 
city and as a community.  It is vital that as many community members as possible participate in and contribute to 
this important discussion. 
 
Library News and Updates 
 
Hayward Public Library Awarded $75,000 Grant to Establish a Non-Profit Resource Center 
 
The Library and Community Services Department has been awarded a $75,000 grant from the California State 
Library to create an innovative Non-Profit Resource Center (NPRC) housed in the Hayward Public Library.  The 
NPRC’s mission will be to support the local non-profit community in Hayward by providing access to funding 
information, technical assistance, and resource development training, to help local non-profits build 
organizational capacity and become more fiscally sustainable.  Working with project partners Foundation Center, 
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CompassPoint, Hayward Non-Profit Alliance and the Chamber of Commerce, Hayward Public Library’s NPRC 
will deliver:  
 

• Institution-wide access to Foundation Center’s online directory of over 2 million grant opportunities and 
detailed funder information.  

• A nine-month training series, provided by Foundation Center, for a cohort of 20-24 local non-profit 
executive directors and senior staff.  Participants will be selected through a competitive application 
process, and will learn cutting-edge resource development and financial management techniques.  During 
the training, participants will develop workable fundraising and sustainability plans for their organizations 
which they will share with the wider Hayward non-profit community.  

• A parallel training series, provided by CompassPoint, for a cohort of 20-24 non-profit board members 
who will learn best practices in recruiting, retaining and managing executive directors; principles of non-
profit fiscal policy-setting and financial planning; techniques for effectively monitoring their 
organization’s finances; and the board of directors’ role in non-profit fundraising and resource 
development.  

• A small revolving loan fund for qualified local non-profit organizations, to assist with the startup costs of 
fundraising activities.  

• Additional 1:1 technical assistance for non-profit grant-seekers, provided in the library by department 
staff that will receive specialized training from Foundation Center in resource development and grant 
writing for non-profits.  

 
The NPRC project’s goals will include:  

• 20-24 local non-profit organizations will develop workable fundraising and sustainability plans during the 
nine-month NPRC training series, and will put those plans into action.  

• 200 local non-profits will access the NPRC’s databases, technical support, or training in the first project 
year.  

• Department staff will receive specialized training in resource development and grant writing techniques.  
• One or more small revolving loans (zero-interest, short-term deferred payment) will be made to qualified 

local non-profits to support the startup costs of fundraising activities.  
 
The NPRC, online directory and training series are scheduled to launch in January 2012.  The training series will 
take the form of six three-hour sessions spread out over nine months, with additional “homework” including small 
group work to be completed by participants in between sessions.  The training series will culminate with the first 
cohorts of “graduates” in September 2012.  More information about the NPRC project, including information 
about the online directory, 1:1 technical assistance, and the application process for the training series and 
revolving loan program, will be released in October 2011. 
 
Library Awarded $135,000 Grant for Bilingual Early Childhood and Parenting Program 
 
To help address the critical early literacy needs of Hayward children ages five and under, Hayward Public Library 
has been awarded funding through the 2011-13 First 5 Alameda County (F5AC) Community Grants Initiative. 
Hayward Public Library will be funded $135,002 to provide educational Spanish-language and bilingual 
English/Spanish caregiver-child playgroups, story times and parent education workshops for a twenty four month 
term beginning July 1, 2011.  
 
Entering kindergarten unprepared for school can set children on a path of academic failure that is difficult to 
reverse, whereas early childhood literacy and parent education efforts can have lasting positive effects.  Early 
reading experiences are especially important: a raft of research has shown that exposure to reading in early 
childhood is a crucial component of children’s later success in learning to read and achieving success in school.  
 
Hayward students rank the lowest in Alameda County on standardized tests overall - for example, only 22% of 
Hayward third graders score at or above the 50th percentile on the CAT/6 test.  Hayward's public schools also 
have the highest percentage of English language learners in Alameda County schools, and Spanish is the most 
commonly spoken language other than English by far. 



 
The F5AC grant award will fund the necessary staff, operations and supplies to conduct 265 educational Spanish-
language and bilingual English/Spanish caregiver-child playgroup sessions in the library over a period of two 
years. T he sessions will last one hour each, will serve at least 40 children per month, and will serve a minimum 
of 220 individual non-duplicated Spanish-speaking children overall.  The grant will also fund twelve Spanish-
language parent workshops to provide Spanish-speaking parents enrolled in the program with educational 
opportunities regarding child development, literacy and kindergarten readiness.  Furthermore, the grant will 
provide funding to train six library staff members in basic Spanish language skills and early literacy activities that 
can be conducted in Spanish. 
 
A list of the Alameda County 2011-13 grant award recipients and more information about the F5AC initiative can 
be found online at http://ackids.org. 
 
New Library Book Vending Machines Expand Access in Underserved Areas of Hayward 
 
To help expand access to library materials in underserved areas of Hayward, the Library has successfully used 
grant funding to purchase and install two new library book vending machines.  The first machine was installed at 
the Hayward Day Labor Center in South Hayward; the second is located at Longwood Elementary School in 
North Hayward.  The machine at the Hayward Day Labor Center was purchased as part of grant-funded project to 
create a library-operated ESL & Native Language Literacy Program for the Day Labor Center’s non English-
speaking clients. The machine at Longwood Elementary School was purchased as part of a second grant-funded 
project to expand the Library’s successful After School Homework Support Center program by establishing a new 
Library-operated homework center in that school.  
 
The new Hayward Public Library book vending machines look like a typical candy vending machines, except that 
instead of being stocked with chips and candy, they’re stocked with library books.  Instead of inserting money, 
one simply scans their library card, uses the keypad to select the book they want, and the machine dispenses the 
book with a receipt and due date. The book is automatically checked out on the library card used, and can be 
returned to any Hayward Library location, or simply returned in the book return boxes located next to the vending 
machines.  Each machine is stocked with materials specifically selected for its location.  The Day Labor Center 
collection is stocked with English language learning materials to support the ESL program that the library 
conducts in that location.  The Longwood Elementary collection is stocked with books and learning materials for 
children to support the Library’s After School Homework Support Center in that location.   
 

 
                                      

Children using the Hayward Public Library Book Vending Machine – Longwood Elementary School, Hayward. 
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Hayward Public Library Statistics -- 2011 Summary

CIRCULATION 

Main Weekes Total

FY 11 690,258 410,016 1,277,359
FY 10 665,519 354,347 1,175,500
FY 09 588,296 302,656 1,005,053
FY 08 563,122 294,684 961,636
FY 07 489,187 257,255 835,478
FY 06 462,140 244,782 734,450

*Total includes web renewals, inhouse, ebooks

ITEMS in COLLECTION

Main Weekes Total

FY 11 114,328 52,836 167,164
FY 10 111,005 50,037 161,042
FY 09 109,480 50,542 160,022
FY 08 106,507 48,292 154,799
FY 07 107,599 48,535 156,134
FY 06 118,006 52,297 170,303
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AVERAGE CIRCULATION per ITEM

Main Weekes Total

FY 11 6.04 7.76 7.64
FY 10 6.00 7.08 7.30
FY 09 5.37 5.99 6.28
FY 08 5.29 6.10 6.21
FY 07 4.55 5.30 5.35
FY 06 3.92 4.68 4.31

CIRCULATION by ITEM TYPE

Books 427,582
DVDs & Videos 432,407
CDs & Cassettes 48,679
Other 13,495
(Only Includes Regular Circulation)
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GATE COUNT 

Main Weekes Total

FY 11 380,691 232,532 613,223
FY 10 406,818 230,887 637,705
FY 09 390,707 223,042 613,749
FY 08 408,428 220,455 628,883
FY 07 369,641 223,774 593,415
FY 06 331,349 211,152 542,501

COMPUTER USE 

Main Weekes  Total

FY 11                   
Hrs Used 52,263 27,744 80,007
FY 11                       
# of Users 82,435 48,079 130,514
Average session  
(minutes)FY 11 38.0 34.6 37
FY 10                    
Hrs Used 59,157 27,577 86,734
FY 10                       
# of Users 93,506 48,761 142,267
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EVENTS & PROGRAMS - TOTAL ATTENDANCE

MAIN WEEKES TOTAL

FY 11 22,983 16,881 39,864
FY 10 26,417 13,850 40,267
FY 09 24,405 9,562 33,967
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM ATTENDANCE

MAIN WEEKES TOTAL

Homework Help 3,797 2,739 6,536
Fam for Literacy  93 157 250
Learn & Play 4,334 2,915 7,249
Class Visits 588 284 872
Off‐site Visits 4,240 2,485 6,725
Stories a Go Go 182 0 182
TOTAL 13,234 8,580 21,814

EDUCATIONAL VOLUNTEER HOURS

MAIN WEEKES TOTAL

Homework Help 1,930 1,138 3,068
Stories a Go Go 32 0 32
Literacy Plus 6,292 0 6,292
Spanish Literacy 319 1,599 1,918
TOTAL 8,573 2,737 11,310
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Hayward Public Library 
http://library.hayward-ca.gov 

Weekes Library 

27300 Patrick Ave. 

510-782-2155 

Main Library 

835 C Street 

510-293-8685 

Hours 

Mon.- Wed. 11 - 8  

Thurs. - Sat.      10 - 5  

 HAYWARD  

PUBLIC 

LIBRARY 

Movies on the Plaza 
Friday, September 30 @ 8:15 p.m.  

City Hall Plaza, 777 B Street  
Enjoy a free feature film on the last Friday of each month through September. Bring the whole fam-
ily, low chairs and/or blankets, and flashlights. September’s film is Tangled.   
Movies on the Plaza are sponsored by Hayward Area Recreation and Park District and The City of Hayward. Visit 
www.haywardrec.org or call 510-881-6700 for more information. 

Documentary Film Festival  

San Leandro Public Library’s Digital Story Project 

Stories of Japanese American Internment  
Monday, September 19 @ 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.  

Main Library 
This incredible documentary is a 
collection of stories by local Japa-
nese Americans about their personal 
experiences of being sent to intern-
ment camps during World War II. 
This film was produced by San 
Leandro Library with a grant from 
the California State Library. The Library found that there 
was so much demand and encouragement, that this living 
history project has been expanded to include a second film. 

 WHAT IF YOU COULD NOT READ? 
 

Literacy Plus, Hayward Public Library's 
adult literacy program is looking for vol-
unteer tutors to assist adults wanting to 
improve their basic literacy skills so they 

can achieve their goals, increase their knowledge and develop 
their potential. New tutor orientation will be held on August 
29, September 13 and again on September 14, 2011. The next 
FREE training class begins September 17, 2011. Volunteers 
must be at least 18 years of age. For information and applica-
tion, call 510-881-7910. 

Writers' Group at the Main Library 
Saturday, September 10 @ 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, September 20 @ 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
Get feedback on your original writ-
ing in a peer-supported writers' 
group facilitated by local writer 
Leticia Garcia Bradford. Get the 
support you need to help you stay 
on track with your writing, 
whether it’s fiction, non-fiction, or 
poetry. Bring 5-10 copies of the 
piece you wish to share with the 

group.  Sponsored by the Friends of the Hayward 
Public Library. 

Empower Yourself  

on Your Next Job Interview  
Monday, September 26  

6:30 p.m.  

Main Library 

The more empowered you feel in a 
job interview, the better you will 

perform. This workshop will provide time for 
your questions and will discuss five important 
things you should consider, including: 
 

·         Your attitude about the interview 
 

·         The message that employers love to hear 
 

·         Control and self-care 
 

·         Questions you must ask 
 

·         Handling challenging interview situations 
 

Jane Malmgren has facilitated job search  
workshops at ProNet, the Fremont chapter of 
Experience Unlimited. She holds an M.A. in 
Speech Communication and is the founder of 
Jane Malmgren Communications, a coaching  
organization that helps people to communicate 
more effectively. 

Get a Great Deal on Books! 
Saturday, September 10, 17 & 24 
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
C Street & Watkins  

Friends of the Hayward Library book sales are held at the 
downtown Farmers Market on the second, third and fourth 
Saturday of each month. In case of rain, the sale will be in 
front of the Main Library. 

http://www.haywardrec.org


  

Mystery Novels by Women:  
Post-Mortem  
Tues., September 6 
11:30 a.m. at Le Paradis Bakery 
(D St. and Mission)  

In Patricia Cornwell’s 
first forensic mystery set 
in Richmond, Virginia, 
a brilliant serial killer 
has left a gruesome trail 
of stranglings that has 
paralyzed the city. 
Medical Examiner Kay 

Scarpetta calls on the latest 
advances in forensic research to 
unmask the madman.  But this 
investigation will test Kay like no 
other, because it’s being sabotaged 
from within and someone wants 
her dead! 

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUPS 
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Mostly Literary Fiction: 
The Imperfectionists  
Mon., September 12 
Two meetings: Noon at Peet's 
Coffee  (B Street and Mission) & 
6:30 p.m. at Main Library 

Set against the 
gorgeous backdrop of 
Rome, Tom 
Rachman's wry, 
vibrant debut novel 
follows the topsy-
turvy private lives of 
the reporters, editors, 

and executives of an international 
English language newspaper as 
they struggle to keep it—and 
themselves—afloat. Fifty years 
and many changes have ensued 
since the paper was founded by an 
enigmatic millionaire, and now, 
amid the stained carpeting and 
dingy office furniture, the staff's 
personal dramas seem far more 
important than the daily 
headlines. 

Autobiography:  
Undress Me in the Temple of Heaven  
Wed., September 21 
6:30 p.m. at Main Library  

 

In 1986, Susan Gilman 
and a classmate em-
barked on a bold trek 
around the globe starting 
in the People's Republic 
of China. At that point, 

China had been open to independent 
backpackers for roughly ten minutes. 
Armed only with the collected works 
of Nietzsche and Linda Good-
man's Love Signs, the two friends 
plunged into the dusty streets of 
Shanghai. Unsurprisingly, they 
quickly found themselves in over 
their heads.  As their journey became 
increasingly harrowing, they found 
themselves facing crises that Susan 
didn't think they'd survive. But by 
summoning strengths she never knew 
she had, the two travelers found their 
way out of a Chinese heart of dark-
ness.  

Knitting Circle 
Wednesday, September 14 & 28  
6:30 p.m. at Main Library 
Discover the joys of knitting by 
joining our knitting circle 
at the Hayward Library.  
All levels of knitters are 
welcome.  Please bring size 
10 or 10 1/2 knitting needles 
and the yarn of your choice. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

English Conversation Groups 

Come and practice speaking English 
with others who are learning.   

All levels are welcome.   
No registration is required.   

 
 

Mondays-Thursdays at 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.   
Day Labor Center (680 Tennyson Rd.)  
 

Tuesdays at 1:00 - 2:00 p.m.   
Main Library 
 

Saturdays at 10:15 - 12:00 noon   
Weekes Library  
 

Contact Jami.Hiller@hayward-ca.gov 
or 510-583-5505 for more information. 

Bike Traffic Skills 101 for Adults & Teens 14+ 
Saturday, September 3 @ 1:00 –4:30 p.m. at Weekes Library 

East Bay Bicycle Coalition will teach you about bicycle 
safety.  You'll learn about riding in traffic, sharing busy 
streets with cars, the rules of the road and your rights, 
avoiding crashes, and fixing flat tires.  Please do not bring 
your bike.  Space is limited and advance registration is re-
quired at www.ebbc.org/safety.  

The library will      

    be closed: 
 

 Monday, September 5 

 Labor Day 
 

 Friday, September 9 

 CA Admissions Day 

www.facebook.com/ 

haywardpubliclibrary  

@HaywardLib 

 

http://www.hayward-ca.gov/newsandevents/?p=1674
mailto:jami.hiller@hayward-ca.gov
http://www.ebbc.org/safety


Laughter Yoga  
Sat., Sept. 3 @ 3:00 at Main Library 
A free Laughter Yoga workshop is 
presented at the Hayward Public 
Library. Come and join in the 
laughter, reduce stress, and learn 
that silliness is great for your health. 

HEALTH & FITNESS 
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Lawyer in the Library 

Sat., Sept. 3 @ 12:00 - 2:00 pm at Main Library 

Mon., Sept. 12 @ 6:00 - 7:45 p.m. at Main Library  

Wed., Sept. 21 @ 6:00 - 7:45 p.m. at Weekes  
Do you need free legal advice? Don't know where 
to begin? Get 15 minutes of free legal advice at the 
Hayward Public Library with a licensed attorney. 
In person registration required.  Registration for 
the sessions begins 30 minutes before the first ses-
sion. Space is limited. Consultation 
is assigned by lottery. Lawyer in the 

Library is sponsored by the Ala-
meda County Bar Association.  
Call 510-881-7980 for more infor-
mation.  

LEGAL ADVICE 

 

Teen Reads Book Club (Grades 7-12) 
Tuesday, September 20th  
4:30 p.m. at Weekes Branch 

 
Life As We Knew It  
by Susan Pfeffer 
  
 Miranda’s disbelief turns to fear 
in a split second when a meteor 
knocks the moon closer to the 
earth. How should her family 

prepare for the future when worldwide tsunamis 
wipe out the coasts, earthquakes rock the  
continents, and volcanic ash blocks out the sun?  
 

Read the book and talk about it with other teens. 
Copies are available at the Weekes Branch Library. 

Teen Advisory Group (TAG) 
 

Wednesday, September 7 
4:00 p.m. at Weekes Branch 
 
Want a say in how the library works for 
you? You can help plan teen events, 
choose books, music and movies, and 
more!  
We also offer community service time 
for participation in TAG.  
Open to grades 7-12. 

Just for Teens—September 2011 

The Young Ladies Book Club 
Monday, September 12 
6:00 p.m. at the Main Library 

Sweethearts  
by Sara Zarr 
After losing her soul mate, Cameron, 
eight years previously, Jennifer  
transformed herself from the  
unpopular fat girl into the beautiful 
and popular Jenna, but Cameron's 

unexpected return dredges up memories that cause 
turmoil. 
 

This event is hosted by the Alameda County Junior  
Commission on the Status of Women. 

Get Your Game On! 
 

Wednesday,  
September 14 and 28 
2:00 p.m.—3:00 p.m.  
Weekes Branch 

 
Playstation 2 and Wii 
games on the big screen! 

Teen Activity Zone 
Wednesdays September 7, 14, 21 and 28 

1:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Main Library 

Gaming, crafts and 
more! 

 

Presented in partnership 
with the  

Hayward Area Recreation and Park District (H.A.R.D.) 

Calling all teen 
filmmakers & 
wannabes! Join 
the Gay Prom film 
team. No experi-
ence necessary. Contact 
Shawna.Sherman@hayward-ca.gov or 
510-881-7946 for more information.  

Vist the library’s website 
for help with homework. 
Encyclopedias, magazines, live tutors, & 
more!  All online at your fingertips! 
www.library.hayward-ca.gov 
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STORY TIMES 

Aprende y Juega en Español 
Edades: nacimiento—5 años  
Registración Requerida 
Sesiones duran ocho semanas 

Lunes  2:00 p.m. at Weekes 
Lunes  6:00 p.m. at Weekes 
Jueves 1:30 p.m. at Main 
Para mayor información,  
por favor llame al 510-881-7943. 

Child-Caregiver  
Learn & Play Group 
(ages birth — 36 months)  
Registration required.  
The last session of each month is sign-up 
time for the next month.  
Sessions last 1 month. 

Monday 12:30 p.m. at Weekes 
Thursday 10:15 a.m. at Main 
Thursday 11:30 a.m. at Main 

Bedtime Stories  
(all ages)  
Wednesday 6:30 p.m. at Main 

Preschool Stories  
(ages 3 — 5)   

Tuesday  11:30 a.m. at Main 
Thursday  11:30 a.m. at Weekes 

 Rhythm and Stories   
(all ages)   

Tuesday  11:30 a.m. at Weekes 

Spanish Stories and Craft  
(all ages) 

Saturday  11:30 a.m. at Weekes 

Bilingual Stories (English/Spanish)  
(all ages) 
Wednesday 1:30 p.m. at Main 

Family Events Family Events ——  September 2011September 2011  

Music and Movement  
(ages birth — 6) 
Friday         10:30 a.m. at Weekes  
Saturday     11:00 a.m. at Main 

Friday Book Clubs 
3:30 p.m. — 4:30 p.m. at Main 

Kids from 3rd-6th grade are invited to join our Friday Book Clubs.   
Stop by the Main Children’s Desk to register and receive your free book today! 

Snack Attack (Grades 3-4) 
September 23: James and the Giant Peach 
By Roald Dahl 
A young boy escapes from two wicked aunts 
and embarks on a series of adventures with six 
giant insects he meets inside a giant peach. 

Read and Feed (Grades 5-6) 
September 16: The Ear, the Eye and the Arm  

By Nancy Farmer 
In 2194 in Zimbabwe, General Matsika's three chil-

dren are kidnapped and put to work in a  
plastic mine while three mutant detectives use 

their special powers to search for them. 

Snack Attack  
Book Club 
October 14 

The Tale of Despereaux  
by Kate DiCamillo 

Family Weekend Wii 
Saturday 

September 10 
3:00 p.m.  

Weekes Branch Library 

Read and Feed  
Book Club 
October 21 

Peter and the Starcatchers  
by Dave Barry and Ridley 

Pearson 

Looking Ahead Looking Ahead 



Meet the Author - Sachin Anand Balram 
Saturday, October 15 @ 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. at Main Library                 

Meet Indo-Fijian author Sachin Anand Balram. Born 
and raised in the beautiful islands of Fiji, Balram re-
ceived his law degree in New Zealand. In 1980, he and 
his family emigrated to the Bay Area, where he works 
as a lawyer. He is also an ordained Anglo-Hindu Pun-
dit, who officiates at Hindu weddings, funerals and 
other Hindu religious ceremonies. 
In America: A Country of Great Expectations Balram 

shares the experiences, trials and tribulations of being a new immi-
grant in the United States. Balram gives his readers some useful 
advice, hints, and tips so that they will not make the same mis-
takes that he made during his struggles to achieve that American 
dream of success, prosperity and luxury. 

Writers’ Group at the Main Library 
Wednesday,  October 12 @ 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.  

Saturday, October 29 @ 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. 

Get feedback on your original 

writing in a peer-supported 

writers’ group facilitated by 

local writer Leticia Garcia 

Bradford. Get the support you 

need to help you stay on track 

with your writing, whether it’s 

fiction, non-fiction, or poetry. 

Bring 5-10 copies of the piece you wish to 

share with the group. 
Co-sponsored by the Friends of the Hayward Public 

Library. 
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27300 Patrick Ave. 
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Main Library 

835 C Street 

510-293-8685 

Hours 

Mon.- Wed. 11 - 8  

Thurs. - Sat.      10 - 5  
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LIBRARY 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT - OCTOBER 2011 

Need help with  

reading, writing, or 

spelling?   

 
You can get FREE TUTORING IF: 
 

You read below the 8th grade level 
 

You can speak English 
 

You are 18+ and not in high school 
 

You never went to college 
 

Call 510-881-7910 
 

Literacy Plus - Hayward Public Library  

Autumn Gem: A Documentary on China’s First Feminist 

View the Film – Meet the Filmmakers 
Wednesday, October 5 @ 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. at Main Library               

“With all my heart I beseech and beg my two hundred 
million female compatriots to assume their responsi-
bility as citizens. Arise! Arise! Chinese women, arise!” 
- Qiu Jin 
Meet the “Chinese Joan of Arc” Qiu Jin (1875-1907), 
a radical women’s rights activist who defied tradition 
to become the leader of a revolutionary army. She 
attempted an armed uprising against the corrupt 
Qing Dynasty and became the first female martyr for 

China’s 1911 Revolution. While Qiu Jin is a familiar heroic figure 
in China, she is largely unknown outside of the country. Autumn 
Gem is the first American documentary feature on Qiu Jin. The 
film stars former China National martial arts champion and Holly-
wood stunt actress Li Jing.  It was produced and directed by two 
San Francisco Bay Area Chinese American filmmakers, Rae Chang 
and Adam Tow, who will attend the screening and participate in a 
Q-&-A session afterwards. 

 Meet Author Matt Johanson, and Hear about His Book 

Yosemite Epics: Tales of Adventure from America’s Greatest Playground 

Monday, October 3 @ 6:00 p.m. at Main Library 

This book captures the spirit of outdoor adventure at Yosemite. These stories and many more 
come to life in Yosemite Epics: Tales of Adventure from America’s Greatest Playground, a collection 
of first-person narratives from rock, snow, ice and whitewater. Thrilling yet thoughtful, the book 
explains the athletes’ motivations and shares valuable lessons learned from their experiences. 
Sharing original and previously unpublished tales are 23 well-known Yosemite figures including 
Royal Robbins, John Bachar, Tommy Caldwell, Steve Roper, Lynn Hill and Peter Croft. Come and meet Matt, and 
listen to a bit of his book and some of the adventures. 

www.facebook.com/ 

Haywardpubliclibrary  



Get a Great Deal on Books! 
Saturday, October 8 & 22 @ 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
C Street & Watkins  

Friends of the Hayward Library book sales are held at the downtown 

Farmers Market on the second and fourth Saturday of each month.  

  

Mystery Novels by Women:  
Catering to Nobody 
Tuesday, October 4 
11:30 a.m. at Le Paradis Bakery 
(D St. and Mission)  

In Dianne Mott 
Davidson’s first 
catering mystery 
featuring Colorado 
chef Goldy Schultz 
and several delicious 
recipes, Goldy has 
been asked to cater a 

wake for 40 mourners—not her 
idea of fun!  When her ex-father-in
-law is struck down by poison at 
the event, Goldy must prove her 
innocence to the local police, the 
Dept. of Health and her furious  
ex-husband, and ends up 
uncovering more than one family 
skeleton and a veritable stew of 
unpalatable secrets. 

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUPS 

October 2011 http://www.library.hayward-ca.gov Hayward Public Library 

Autobiography:  
The Autobiography book discus-
sion group has been discontin-
ued.  No new meeting dates are 
scheduled.  We apologize for any 
inconvenience. 

Laughter Yoga 
Saturday, October 1  
3:00 p.m. at Main Library 
A free Laughter Yoga 

workshop is 
presented 
monthly by 
Lydia 
Gonzales at 
the 

Hayward Public Library. Come 
and join in the laughter, the 
stress reduction and learning 
silliness is great for your health. 

English Conversation Groups 

Come and practice speaking English 
with others who are learning.   

All levels are welcome.   
No registration is required.   

 

 

Mondays-Thursdays at 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.   
Day Labor Center (680 Tennyson Rd.)  
 

Tuesdays at 1:00 - 2:00 p.m.   
Main Library 
 

Saturdays at 10:15 - 12:00 noon   
Weekes Library  
 

Contact Jami.Hiller@hayward-ca.gov or 
510-583-5505 for more information. 

 

Monday, October 10 

 In honor of  

Columbus Day 

The library  

will be closed on:  

Meet Acclaimed Author Vendela Vida  
Monday, October 24 @ 6:00 p.m. at Main Library 
Meet Vendela Vida, author of The Lovers. The novelist Caro-
lyn See, in her Washington Post review of The Lovers wrote, 
"Somber, seductive, reflective, unsettling. All our lives are 
journeys . . . and hopefully, we shed some of our ignorance 
along the way. Vida writes - so beautifully! - about this 
process." In addition to her work as a critically acclaimed 
novelist (And Now You Can Go and Let the Northern Lights 
Erase Your Name were both selected as Notable Books of 
the Year by The New York Times), Vida is the author of the non-fiction book, 
Girls on the Verge. A winner of the Kate Chopin Award, Vida is also a founding 
co-editor of the Believer magazine and the editor of The Believer Book of Writers 
Talking to Writers. She co-wrote with Dave Eggers the screenplay for the 2009 
film Away We Go, which was directed by Sam Mendes. 
This event is co-sponsored by the Hayward Public Library, the Friends of the Hayward Public Li-
brary, the AAUW Hayward/Castro Valley Branch, and the Book Shop on B Street. 

Mostly Literary Fiction: 
The Lovers  
Tuesday, October 11 
Two meetings: Noon at Peet's Coffee  (B Street and Mission) & 
6:30 p.m. at Main Library 

From acclaimed author Vendela Vida comes a memorable novel 
about the love between husbands and wives, mothers and children. 
Twenty-eight years ago, Peter and Yvonne honeymooned in the beautiful 
coastal village of Datça, Turkey. Now Yvonne is a widow, her twin children 
grown. Hoping to immerse herself in memories of a happier time—as well as 
sand and sea—Yvonne returns to Datça. Overwhelmed by the past and unex-
pectedly dislocated by the environment, Yvonne finds comfort in a newfound 
friendship with Ahmet, a local boy who makes his living as a shell collector. 
With the crystalline voice and psychological nuance for which her work has 
been so celebrated, Vendela Vida has crafted another unforgettable heroine in 
a stunningly beautiful and mysterious landscape. 

@HaywardLib 

http://www.hayward-ca.gov/newsandevents/?p=1674
mailto:jami.hiller@hayward-ca.gov


KNITTING GROUPS  
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Lawyer in the Library 

Sat., Oct. 1 @ 12:00 - 2:00 p.m. at Main Library  

Mon., Oct. 3 @ 6:00 - 7:45 p.m. at Main Library 

Wed., Oct. 19 @ 6:00 - 7:45 p.m. at Weekes  

Do you need free legal advice? Don't know where 
to begin? Get 15 minutes of free legal advice at the 
Hayward Public Library with a licensed attorney. 
Onsite registration required.  Space is limited. 
Consultation is assigned by lottery. 
Lawyer in the Library is sponsored by 
the Alameda County Bar Association. 
Call 510-881-7980 for more informa-
tion. Registration for the sessions 
begins 30 minutes before the first 
session.  

LEGAL ADVICE 

 

Get Your Game On! 
Wednesday, October 26 

 2:00 p.m. at Weekes Branch 
PS2 & Wii games on the big screen! 

Teen Reads Book Club 
Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli 

Tuesday, October 18th  

4:30 p.m. at Weekes Branch 
 

In this story 
about the perils 
of popularity, the 
courage of  
nonconformity, 
and the thrill of 
first love, an  

eccentric student named  
Stargirl changes Mica High 
School forever. 

 

Read the book and talk about 

it with other teens. Copies are 

available from the  

Weekes Branch Library. 

Teen Advisory Group (TAG) 
Wednesday, October 5 

4:00 pm at Weekes 
 

Want a say in how the library works 

for you? You can help plan teen 

events, choose books, music and  

movies, and more! We also offer 

community service time for  

participation in TAG.  

Open to grades 7-12. 

The Young Ladies  

Book Group (Grades 7-12) 

Monday, October 12 

6:00 p.m. at  

Main Library 
 

Wintergirls  
by Laurie Halse Anderson 
 

Eighteen-year-old Lia comes 

to terms with her best friend's 

death from anorexia as she struggles with 

the same disorder. Pick up a copy of the 

book at the Main Library Children’s Desk. 

Knitting Circle 
Wed., October 12 & 26 @ 6:30 p.m. at Main Library 
Discover the joys of knitting by joining our knitting circle at 
the Hayward Library.  All levels of knitters are welcome. 
Please bring size 10 or 10 1/2 knitting needles and the yarn of 
your choice.  October 26 will be the last 2011 Knitting Circle 
date.  The Knitting Circle will meet again on January 11, 2012.  

Knit-a-Thon  
Sat., October 22 @ 1:00 - 5:00 p.m. at Main Library 

Calling all knitters and needle workers!  Are you interested in 
learning how to knit or do needlework?  Do you have a project 
in progress?  Join us for our second annual Knit-a-Thon! 
Experienced knitters and needle workers will be on hand to 
provide advice and encouragement.  A spinner will 
demonstrate wool spinning.   Everyone is welcome.  

Teens Take Over 4! 

(Grades 7—12) 

 

Friday, October 21  

6: 00 p.m. — 9:00 p.m. 

Weekes Branch Library 
 

Help us kick the school year back into gear with 

Teens Take Over 4! When the library closes the 

fun starts with video gaming, 

music, dancing, food, crafts, Internet  

computers and more. This is a free event. 

 
This program is for students in grades 7-12 only. A school 

ID or other proof of grade must be presented at the door.  
 

Call 510-293-5366 to register.  

Teen Activity Zone 

Wednesdays  

October 12, 19, & 26  

1:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

at the Main Library 

Gaming, 
crafts and 

more! 

 

Presented in partnership with the  
Hayward Area Recreation and Park 

District (H.A.R.D.) 

CHP Start Smart Driver  

Education Program 

Saturday, October 22nd  

2:00 p.m. at Weekes Branch 
 

 

The California Highway Patrol's Start Smart pro-

gram is a driver safety education class which targets 

new and future licensed teenage drivers between the  

age of 15 - 19 and their parents/guardians.  



Snack Attack Book Club  

November 4:  Gregor the Overlander  

by Suzanne Collins 
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STORY TIMES 

Friday Book Clubs 
3:30 p.m. — 4:30 p.m. at the Main Library 

Kids from 3rd-6th grade are invited to join our Friday Book Clubs.   

Stop by the Main Children’s Desk to register and receive your free book today! 

Snack Attack (Grades 3-4) 

October 14: The Tale of Desperaux  
By Kate DiCamillo 
The adventures of Despereaux Tilling, a small 

mouse of unusual talents, the princess that he loves, the 

servant girl who longs to be a princess, and a devious rat 

determined to bring them all to ruin. 

Read and Feed (Grades 5-6) 

October 21: Peter and the Starcatchers  
by Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson 
Soon after Peter, an orphan, sets sail from  

England on the ship Never Land, he befriends 

and assists Molly, a young Starcatcher, whose 

mission is to guard a trunk of magical stardust 

from a greedy pirate and the native inhabitants of 

a remote island. 

Aprende y Juega en Español 
Edades: nacimiento—5 años  
Registración Requerida 
Sesiones duran ocho semanas 

Lunes  2:00 p.m. at Weekes 
Lunes  6:00 p.m. at Weekes 
Jueves 1:30 p.m. at Main 
Para mayor información,  
por favor llame al 510-881-7943. 

Bedtime Stories  
(all ages)  
Wednesday 6:30 p.m. at Main 

Bilingual Stories (English/Spanish)  
(all ages) 
Wednesday 1:30 p.m. at Main 

Child-Caregiver  
Learn & Play Group 
(ages birth — 36 months)  
Registration required.  
The last session of each month is sign-up 
time for the next month.  
Sessions last 1 month. 

Monday 12:30 p.m. at Weekes 
Thursday 10:15 a.m. at Main 
Thursday 11:30 a.m. at Main 

Music and Movement  
(ages birth — 6) 
Friday         10:30 a.m. at Weekes  
Saturday     10:30 a.m. at Main 

Preschool Stories  
(ages 3 — 5)   

Tuesday  11:30 a.m. at Main 
Thursday  11:30 a.m. at Weekes 

 Rhythm and Stories   
(all ages)   

Tuesday  11:30 a.m. at Weekes 

Spanish Stories and Craft  
(all ages) 

Saturday  11:30 a.m. at Weekes 

 

Read and Feed Book Club 

November 18: Thirteenth Child  

by Patricia Wrede 

Looking Ahead Halloween Parade  

and Mini Carnival 
Saturday, October 29 
 

12:00 p.m.—1:00 p.m. at Main Library 

3:00 p.m.— 4:00 p.m. at Weekes Branch 
 

Wear your Halloween costume, collect 
some goodies, and play some games. 

We’re taking a break! There will be no story times between October 3 — October 8.  

Story times will return on October 11.  

Homework  

Support Center 
Free drop-in homework help  

Mon, Tues, and Wed.   

3:30 p.m. — 5:30 p.m.  

Thurs 3:00 p.m. — 4:30 p.m. 

Main Library and  

Weekes Branch 



 

July 26, 2011
 

A Taste of Hayward Check Presentation 
to the Friends of the Hayward Public Library 

 
Mayor Sweeney, Friends of the Hayward Public Library President 

Judy Harrison, and Library and Community Services Director Sean Reinhart. 



 
 
 
 
 

July 26, 2011
 

A Taste of Hayward Check was Presented 
to the Friends of the Hayward Public Library 

 
Library and Community Services Director Sean Reinhart,  

Friends of the Hayward Public Library President Judy Harrison, and  
Economic Development Manager Sean Brooks 



July 13, 2011 

TO:  CLA MEMBERS/ SYSTEMS/ NETWORK CONTACTS 

FROM:  Mike Dillon, CLA Lobbyist and Christina DiCaro, CLA Lobbyist 

RE:  News From The Capitol 

 GOVERNOR SIGNS BILL TO PROTECT LIBRARY PATRON RECORDS 

We are pleased to report that on Tuesday afternoon Governor Jerry Brown signed SB 445 by Senator 
Joe Simitian, which will ensure that written and electronic patron use information and borrowing records 
are confidential, and are restricted from disclosure by a public library or a third party that stores 
information for the library.  The law was needed to update the current circulation of records laws to 
acknowledge the use of modern technology in libraries.  For example, many libraries report that they 
regularly receive reference requests via email and text from patrons seeking materials, and thus these 
types of transactions, as well as other information necessary to be kept on a patron (address, phone 
number, books and materials that were checked out, etc.) would be securely held by the library and not 
eligible for disclosure.  Lastly, the bill also recognizes the important privacy needs of patrons who use 
the library for services such as literacy programs, credit repair, etc.  These “class records” would also 
be prohibited from disclosure.   

The bill’s outstanding author, Senator Joe Simitian, received a call from the Governor’s Office Tuesday 
afternoon, informing him of the news that the Governor had signed SB 445.  In a press release issued 
by the Senator late yesterday, he said he was “gratified” by the Governor’s signature.  The Senator 
added, “With every passing day, in so many ways, our personal privacy is being steadily eroded.  This 
new law ensures that when we step into the library, virtually or otherwise, our privacy remains 
protected.”  For those of you tracking such things, the new law will be reflected in Chapter 80, Statutes 
of 2011, and will be effective January 1, 2012.    A special “thank you” to Governor Brown, Senator 
Simitian, the bill’s sponsor, Mary Minow, and representatives from CLA – Jane Light, Derek Wolfgram, 
Melinda Cervantes, Jan Sanders, and Deborah Doyle – who assisted our office as the bill worked its 
way through the process.   

 LEGISLATURE TO DEPART FOR SUMMER RECESS 

For CLA members who may be watching developments in the legislature, such as AB 438 by 
Assemblyman Das Williams (use of private contractors for library services), the legislature will be taking 
a month-long recess commencing this Friday, July 15th.   The legislature is able to depart on its 
Summer break usually only when they have successfully passed a state Budget , as they did a few 
weeks ago.  The legislature will return on Monday, August 15th to tackle a robust and compressed 
calendar of hundreds of bills, prior to the end of the session on midnight on Friday, September 9th.   

 
Carol Simmons, Executive Director 
California Library Association 
2471 Flores Street 
San Mateo, CA  94403 
csimmons@cla-net.org  
650-376-0886 (ph) 
650-539-2341 (fax) 
www.cla-net.org 

 

mailto:csimmons@cla-net.org
http://www.cla-net.org/


June 29, 2011 

  

TO:  CLA MEMBERS/ SYSTEMS/ NETWORK CONTACTS 

FROM: Mike Dillon, CLA Lobbyist 
   Christina DiCaro, CLA Lobbyist 

RE:  News From The Capitol – Budget Update 

  

“PLAN C” BUDGET IS SENT TO THE GOVERNOR 

 “Trigger Bill” Affecting Library Funding Also Passes During Late-Night Session 

Late last night the Assembly and the Senate Democrats successfully passed the State Budget, 
SB 87, with a solid majority vote – using the powers that the voters bestowed on them when 
they enacted Proposition 25 (majority vote Budget) in November of 2010.  Over the last 
several weeks, when talks broke down with a group of Republican Senators, known as the 
“GOP 4,” over extending the current taxes that were set to expire on June 30th, the Democrats 
and the Governor worked to craft an alternative Budget, known as “Plan C.”    

The “Plan C” Budget makes substantial cuts of $14.6 billion to programs in order to reduce the 
$26.6 billion Budget deficit, provides additional resources of $1.4 billion, a reserve of $500 
million, and assumes new Department of Finance revenue estimates indicating that the tax 
receipts have continued to grow in the positive by $4 billion.  The Governor had indicated his 
strong desire to place a tax extension package on a special election September ballot, but with 
the resistance from the Republican party, he was forced to go in a different direction.  There 
may still be, as the Governor has acknowledged, a desire to go to the ballot in November of 
2012 with an initiative to increase state revenues.   

What was most surprising about last night’s debate on the Budget bills was the speed with 
which the legislature dispensed with the Budget bill and 7 related measures, including the so-
called “Trigger bills.”  (see next article)   There was only modest, brief debate from the 
Republican members about the assumption of the new revenues and if they were solid 
enough, the structure of the “trigger,” and complaints from the Minority Party that they had 
been “left out of the process.”  Assembly Budget Chair, Bob Blumenfield, clearly frustrated said 
during the debate on the main Budget bill, “You can’t say that the new revenue assumptions 
($4 billion) is not real and then say that the trigger cuts aren’t real.  You can’t have it both 
ways.  These are very real cuts.”  In the Senate, several of the members of the so-called “GOP 
4” rose to express their displeasure that the disintegration of the Budget talks had led to the 
Budget products on the Floor, which did not include reforms they argued for including pension 
and regulatory reform as well as a spending cap.  Senator Tom Berryhill said that the package 
was “totally partisan.  It’s a sad day.  The Governor and the GOP 4 didn’t walk away from talks, 
but labor did.  This is the Majority party protecting the status quo.”   



After the conclusion of all of the work in the Senate at approximately 10:30 p.m., the Senate 
President pro Tem thanked everyone for their thoughtful work on the Budget and said the 
night’s events caused “mixed feelings.  A sense of accomplishment that we passed a Budget 
on time and addressed the structural deficit.  But it was done making cuts that are going to hurt 
a lot of people…We don’t celebrate tonight.  We did it with members who were willing to 
participate in the process, with the tools we had.”  The Assembly received the final bill, an 
education Budget “trailer bill” from the Senate close to 11 p.m. and passed it on a vote of 51 
“ayes” to 25 “noes” and then promptly adjourned, having concluded their work. 

The Governor is in receipt of the Budget bill and the “trailer” bills, including the “trigger bills,” 
and is expected to sign them today or tomorrow.  NOTE:  $15.2 million in library funding - $8.5 
million for CLSA, $3 million for the PLF and the maintenance of effort language, and $3.7 
million for literacy, can be found in SB 87.  The State Library begins on page 593 of the 
enrolled version sent to the Governor. 

“TRIGGER BILL” – LIBRARY FUNDING WOULD BE IN JEOPARDY IF REVENUES DON’T 
MATERIALIZE 

For the first time in recent memory, the Legislature has passed two measures that would enact 
very specified mid-year cuts to programs if revenues do not materialize, as anticipated by 
December 15, 2011.  Called “trigger bills,” AB 121 is the major bill affecting cuts to UC/CSU, 
public libraries, K-12 and other programs, while SB 73 is a trigger bill pertaining to health and 
human services cuts.  Specifically, AB 121 proposes eliminating all remaining library funding 
($15,866 million) should the economy not continue to recover and new revenues do not keep 
pace with expenditures.   You will recall that CLA worked very hard to preserve $15.2 million of 
the $30.4 million that the Governor originally proposed for total elimination in his January 
Budget.  The $15.2 million reflects a compromise that was reached between CLA, the 
members of the legislature, and Governor Brown’s Administration, in order to save funding for 
the California Library Services Act, the Public Library Foundation, and the literacy program.  
The passage of AB 121 means that the remaining $15.2 million would be vulnerable under the 
“trigger” scenario, and it also calls for the elimination of the California Civil Liberties Public 
Education Program and the California Newspaper Project, if necessary, bringing the total 
potential cut to $15,866 million. 

What Is the “Trigger” and How Does It Work? 

In a briefing packet that was used by the Democrat caucus, it explains the Trigger as thus:   

“If revenues do not grow by at least $3 billion of the projected $4 billion, then scaled triggered 
cuts will occur.  The concept of the Trigger is to provide assurances the budget holds together, 
but provide adequate time for follow up solutions and changes to be made to mitigate negative 
consequences of the potential cuts.” 

The language in the legislation notes that:  “Not later than December 15, 2011, the Director of 
Finance shall forecast General Fund revenues for the 2011-12 fiscal year and shall determine 
whether that revenue forecast or the Legislative Analyst’s November 2011 General Fund 
revenue forecast is higher.  The Director of Finance shall notify the Joint Legislative Budget 
Committee of the determination and the amount of the higher forecast.  If the higher revenue 
forecast determined pursuant to subdivision (a) projects General Fund revenues for the 2011 



12 fiscal year of less than $87,452,500,000, the Director of Finance shall do all of the following 
on or after January 1, 2012.” What then follows is a list of the items that would be cut, such as 
the library programs, $200 million more to UC and CSU, $100 million to In Home Support 
Services, $30 million community college fee increase, $72 million cut to juvenile justice 
programs, etc.  These are considered the “Tier 1” cuts.  If additional cuts needed to be made 
beyond those included in AB 121, a second Tier would be triggered, prompting cuts of $1.9 
billion to K-12 schools to reduce the school year by 7 days ($1.5 billion), eliminate Home-To-
School transportation ($248 million), and community college apportionments ($72 million).    

Senate Budget Chair, Mark Leno said during the presentation of this bill on the Senate Floor, 
“Hopefully the trigger will not need to be pulled.  We have 40% of it in the bank right now and 
short of something very dramatic on the U.S. fiscal scene, we [won’t have to pull the trigger].”  
His counterpart in the Assembly, Assemblyman Bob Blumenfield agreed, “This is truly a tale of 
tears….But we believe the revenue increases will continue.”  In speaking with several key 
legislators in the hall last night, they told us they are cautiously optimistic that the state will 
continue its economic recovery and AB 121 will not have to be invoked. 

Carol Simmons, Executive Director 
California Library Association 
2471 Flores Street 
San Mateo, CA  94403 
csimmons@clanet.org  
6503760886 (ph) 
6505392341 (fax) 
www.clanet.org  

 

mailto:csimmons@cla-net.org
http://www.cla-net.org/




From:  application.notification@target.com 
[mailto:application.notification@target.com]  

Sent:   Tuesday, August 02, 2011 11:30 AM 
To:     Cynthia Breeden 
Subject:   Your Target grant request 
 
Hayward Literacy Plus Council  
2011‐2012 Program:  Families for Literacy Program  
Amount:   $2,000.00  
 
Dear Mrs. Breeden: 
 
 
Target is pleased to inform your organization that a grant has been 
approved specifically for the program and amount referenced above.  
Your grant check should arrive in the next few weeks.  Please note 
that your grant check is void if it's not cashed within five months.  
 
If you choose to produce any announcements or articles in recognition 
of this grant, we ask that you identify us as "Target".  Resources to 
help you promote your partnership with Target are available at 
<http://www.target.com/marketingresources>. 
 
As always, Target grants are one‐time gifts.  By making annual 
commitments, we ensure we can remain flexible and respond to changing 
community and business needs. 
 
Since 1946, we have given 5% of our income to the communities we 
serve, equaling more than $3 million every week  Our more than 1,700 
Target stores carry on this tradition by making local grants and 
providing volunteer hours.  We are proud to partner with organizations 
like yours to meet the needs of our communities. Whether it's 
inspiring young minds, offering unique cultural experiences or meeting 
your community's most basic needs; we thank you for your continued 
commitment to making a difference.  
 
You will receive a second email directing you to your account and 
requesting you fill out and submit a "Charitable Contribution Receipt" 
as required by Internal Revenue Services guidelines.  After you 
receive your grant check, please follow the directions from that 
email, and submit your "Charitable Contribution Receipt" 
electronically.  If you have any questions, please email 
Community.Relations@Target.com. 
Sincerely, 
 
Your Target Store 

mailto:application.notification@target.com
http://www.target.com/marketingresources
mailto:Community.Relations@Target.com
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