Sonoma County s madence
of fatal illness twice .S, average,
scientists unsure of 51gmf|cance

By CATHY BUSSEWATZ
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for answers.
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ens, swallowing is impaired; death ensues on August 11, in
status epilepticus.”

After Bertha’s death, Creutzfeldt autopsied her and exam-
ined her brain. He found extensive brain damage without in-
flammation. Something had killed millions of brain cells.
They had been cleaned away and partly replaced by glial
cells, the brain’s sometimes destructive repair units (gha is
Greek for glue). When Creutzfeldt stained cross sections of
Bertha’s brain to highlight the damage, the swollen, prolifer-
ated glia looked under his microscope like brown stars
crowding a dead gray sky.

Creutzfeldt recognized a new disease in Bertha Elschker’s
fatal illness, but the Great War intervened before he could re-
port his discovery. In 1920 he was finally able to prepare
a paper for a German medical journal. A colleague at the
University of Hamburg, Dr. Alfons Jakob, read the paper
while it was still in press. Jakob had lost four patients whose
symptoms and autopsy findings seemed to him to match
Creutzfeldt’s case, although all four were significantly older.
Jakob described them in a paper published in 1921. Only one
case is still considered canonical, a forty-two-year-old sales-
man named Ernst K. whose illness began with aching legs

and dizziness and progressed like Bertha’s to a final stage of
dementia and stupor. Ernst K.s brain also showed no inflam-
mation but extensive cell death and starlike, proliferated glia.

Together, these first early reports described a new degener-
ative disease of the brain, Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease. CJD is
known today to be an uncommon but not a rare disease—za-
bies is rarer—but for the next four decades very few cases of
CJD were reported. When Igor Klatzo associated kuru with

CJD in his letter to Carleton Gajdusek in 1957, he knew of
only about twenty such reports, none of them American,
even though CJD occurs throughout the world with uncanny
regularity: similar prevalence and incidence, Gajdusek has
written, “in all races and in all climes from the Arctic to the




\_

(_How Safe is Chlorinated Water? )
An estimated 75% of drinking water in the U.S. is
chlorinated. While chlorination has helped to reduce

incidence of infectious cﬁlij_f;é"_a_sgs‘;kﬁown carcinogens
ch as chloroform and other trihalomethanes are

formed when chlorine reacts with organic compounds
in the water. These chlorines accumulate in fatty tissue

the

e

blood, mothers’ milk and even semen. Studies have
implicated chlorinated drinking water with colorecta]
and bladder cancers, ,«Eii.ghly_chlorin_at_ed water resulted
in a noticeable shift ini'the transformation of cholestero]
from beneficial HDL to harmful LDL,

Recently, the American Journal of Public Health
published the results of 3 study of cancer risk over an 8
year period in 28,237 postmenopausal women. Those
who drank water from municipal surface water sources
consumed higher levels of chloroform than those who
drank municipal ground water sources. The higher intake
of chloroforin was associated with an increased risk of
colon cancer, and of al| cancers combined.

Even chlorination does not provide full protection
against the deadliest organisms in public water supplies.
Cryptosporidium, a toxic parasitic protozoan, is chlorine
resistant and is inadequately removed by sand filters,

“The worldwide pollution of lakes, streams, rivers and
oceans and the chiorination of swimming pool water
has led to an increase in deadly melanoma cancer,”

— Reports Franz Rampen in Epidemiology

The power of pure water is the vital chemistry of fife!

One solution to America’s soaring health costs is pure distilled water,

Pure Water, the naturg! solvent of the body, requlates alf body
functions, including the eliminations of toxins and body waste,

3 stress, and stress will cause further dehydration.
~F. Batmanghelidj, M.D. Author of
Your Body’s Many Cries for Water; You Are Not Sick, You Are Thirsty!




Fluoride in Drinking Water Increases

Toxicity of Aluminum

Posted: July, 2001

In 1994, the New York Times reported a scientific study that revealed that aluminum and
fluoride in water could be responsible for the alarming increase in Alzheimer's Disease
and senile dementia. : :

This confirmed the long-held suspicion of cavironmental writer George Glasser that
fluoride has the ability to react with other toxic minerals in drinking water. Serious drug
interactions are common in medicine, and for years Glasser has badgered various US
government agencies to investigate this specific interaction between fluoride and other
substances. _ '

"Aluminum sulfate (alum) is used to clarify drinking water and I could see the possible
relationship with Alzheimer's-like dementia,” said Glasser. "In 1999, the US
Environmental Protection Agency finally reviewed three studies carried out by scientists
at Binghamton University in New Vork, Th= scientists reported 80% death rates; kidnev
damage and brain damage in rats exposed to half of one milligram of aluminum fluoride
complexes in a liter of drinking water. This is less than half of the amount of fluor:’ -
which is added in fluoridation schemes. ‘

Finally, the National Toxicology Program was asked to commission studies to determine
wie exienl uf UeWVIVAIL LUage oIl Wik, . o L diliialig water, particulariy siressing
the fluoride interaction.”

Last October, a Report by the National Institutes ot Environmental Heath
Sciences(NIEHS) acknowledged that fluoride has been observed to have synergistic
effects on the toxicity of aluminum.

"I was particularly pleased when the US Environmental Protection Agency report by
Urbansky and Schock on the toxicity of lead and fluoride in drinking water confirmed .
that fluoride complexes with other substances in the water. They also acknowledged that
most drinking water contains a substantial amount of fluoro-aluminium complexes. This
should be a warning to dentists who hold with the simplistic notion that fluoride only
affects teeth and is perfectlv safe in drinkine watar " _

According to the NIEHS Report, most water wreatment processes result in increased levels
of ajuminum in the finished drinking water.

It stated that fluoridation will result in aluminum fluoride complexes which will enhance
neurotoxicity, or that fluoride itself will enhance uptake and synergise the toxicity of the
aluminum.

Other studies have shown that in the presence of [luoride, aluminum leaches out of
cookware, Boiling fluoridated tap water in an aluminum pan feached almost 200 parts per
million (ppm) of aluminum into the water in 10 minutes.

Leaching of up to 600 PPM occurred with prolonged boiling. Different releases of
aluminum depend upon the composition of the pan and the type of food being cooked.
Using non-fluoridated water showed almost no leaching from aluminum pans.

Glasser is ftustrated that the Report recommended further studies. "There are more than
40,000 studies on fluoride in the scientific literature. How many more do they need? The



recent York review examined less than 300 - and they never bothered to review the
Binghamton University studies.

The incidence of Alzheimer's Disease and Alzheimer's-like dementia is hitting people at
much younger ages. The average age used to be 65 - now, it affects people in their fo+ia-
in ever-increasing numbers. With these revelations, health authorities have a moral
obligation to employ the precautionary principle and cease the practice of artificial
fluoridation forthwith. In the meantime, six million people in England and about 160
million in the United States drink artificially fluoridated water."

US Government References: . :
ntp-server.niehs.nih.gov/htdocs/Chem Background/ExSumPdf/Aluminum, pdf
fluoride.oralhealth,org/papers/urbansky.pdf -
www,oehha.ca.gov/water/phe/pdt/Alumin.pdf

ntp-server.niehs.nih, gov/htdocs/Chern Backeround/ExSumpPd t/Aluminumalt.pdf
George Glasser articles:

home.att.net/~gtigerclaw/dead_rats htmi
home.atf.net/~gtigerclaw/newsletter/Increasing  Alzheimer.htm

For more information, contact; '

George Glasser (currently in UK):

email: g_tigerclaw(@email.com

website: www.gtigerclaw.bigstep.com

Jane Jones, Campaign Director, National Pure Water Association

email: janetinpwa.lreeserve,co.uk:

website; www . npwa.freeserve.co.uk
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California Seeking to Ride the Alkaline Hydirolysis YVave

Ll
&

I
Bill Advances to Senafe, Approval Expected

Tuken from the May 13, 2010, edition of the Memorial Business Journal

Sacramento — Last week the California State Assembly unanimously approved A.B. 2283, which would
~amend the state’s Health and Safety code to change the definition of cremation to include alkaline

hydrolysis, a “chemical dissolution process using heat, high pressure water, and potassinm hydroxide to
hydrolyze human tissue and the consumable container.”

Introduced by Assemblyman Jeff Miller, the bill has been advanced to the siate senate for consideration.

If approved, California would joiri Florida, Maine and Oregon as states that have taken legislative action
to permit the process for the general public, A fiimber of other states, including Minnesota and
Colorado, permit the practice for institutional procedures, such as the disposition of cadavers at medical
and veterinary schools. Meantime, a number of states are having the conversation about amending their
laws to include the process in their approved methods of disposition of human remains. Some states
argue that while the process isn’t officially “legal” in their states for public consumption, it isn’t illegal
cither. Meaning a business could test the waters and seek to install a facility following the licensing and

permit process currently on the books.

The California bill also instructs the state’s Cemetery and Funeral Bureau to adopt regulations for the
safe operation of alkaline hydrolysis chambers no later than July 1, 2011,

Robert J. Achermann, executive director of the California Funeral Directors Association, which
supported the bill, noted that there is no opposition to the A.B. 2283 and he does not expect there to be
.. _.any problem getting the bill through the state senate and signed by the governor.

“The association has had meetings with Miller’s office about some of the technical issues about how
you define the process,” Achermann said. “I think most funeral directors believe this is something that
will generate consumer interest as an alternative to traditional cremation.” Another consideration in the
state — cemeteries in California, especially near the major metropolitan areas, are running short on

- space.

Supporters call alkaline hydrolysis, which is also referred to as big-cremation.: Resomation or water
resolution, a “greener” alternative to traditional cremation, The process itself reportedly uses about less
than 20 percent of the energy used for a cremation. Further, CO2 emissions are reduced by nearly 90
percent and the process avoids putting mercury and other hacmful contaminants into the atmosphere,

Basically, a body is placed into a stainless steel container with potassium hydroxide (a form of lye) and
heated to more than 300 degrees F. Turbulence is used to accelerate the dissolving of flesh and soft~
tissue. Usually the process takes, on average, about three or four hours. What’s left is a sterile liquid
substance containing amino acids, peptides, sugars and salts that are purportedly environmentally
friendly and can be washed down the drain. The remaining bone fragments are whiter in appearance
than those that are cremated. The bones are then pulverized into a fine white, ash-like substance and can

be returned to the Family.

hitp://www.nfda.org/green -funerals/ 2 1 70-california-seeking-to-ride-the-atkaline -hydrolysis-... 27172011
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“I ain told there are no discharge issues, it is a process that has been used in Europe tor some time,”
Achermann said. “But being California the environment is always at the forefront.” '

Assemblyman Miller was approached with the idea by a funeral director, Chris Miller (no relation),
owner of Thomas Miller Mortuary in the assemblyman’s home district of Corona. Chris Miller also
approached the state association to lobby to have the law changed.

Eye on the Process

The forward progress in Catifornia has turned a spotlight on the process as a whole. The technology
evolved out of necessity in Europe as the hlgh volume of cremation in densely populated areas

compelled nations to put limits on the emissions. The first apphcatlon of alkaline hydrolysis to be used
for processing human remains in the United States took place in 1998 at the University of Florida,
Gainesville, to dispose of medical school cadavers. The second system, also for institutional purposes,
was in 2005 at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn.

Currently, there are no funeral homes offering alkaline hydrolysm as a means of disposing of human
remains in the United States. The first commercial application of the process is scheduled to be installed
this summer by Matthews International, which partnered with a Scottish firm, Resomation Ltd. in 2008.
The location of the unit, pending final approvals of the necessary permits, is at the Anderson-McQueen
Family Tribute Center in St. Petersburg, Fla., which will be a showcase for the use and application of
bio-cremation tor the public.

According to Steve Schaal, division manager for sales and marketmg of Matthews Cremation, Apopka,
Fla., the opening of the facility is just a few months away. “The emission test data and technical solution
are in the hands of the local St. Petersburg Waste Water authorities,” he said. “We believe we’ve
thoroughly answered every technical requirement and qntlclpate 'xpprovals within the next few months,
Because it’s the first in the world within a funeral home, we’re going where no other company has
gone.”

Matthews and BioSAFE Engineering, Brownsburg, [nd., are two of just a handful of firms in the United
States to offer the equipment. Another competitor, CycledLlfe, Denver, unveiled its prototype vessel this
month, Transition Science, a Toronto-based company is the licensed distributor of Resomation in
Canada. That country’s first bio-cremation system is currently being installed in Toroato.

A Significant Investment

Where alkaline hydrolysis accelerates the decomposition process, there is not likely to be much
acceleration in the legislative pace even as a number of states are currently discussing the process.
However, once the conversation advances past the legal hurdles (no small task especially if you are
talking about introducing any liquid remains into a sanitary sewer system), getting into the alkaline
hydrolysis business is not an inexpensive investment. Equipment ranges in price from $200,000 to
$400,000, which is about 3 to 5 times the cost of 4 traditional cremation retort.

However, the alkaline hydrolysis chambers may offer savings in other areas. In California, for example,
funeral homes or crematories investing in the technology would not be required to acquire air emission
permits, which is an expensive, time-consuming process, Achermann said. Manufacturers suggest that
the alkaline hydrolysis vessel offers lower maintenance than a traditional retort, which has to be
rebricked after so many hours.

hittp//wivw.afda.org/yreen- lunerals/2 1 70-calitornin-secking - to-vide-the-aikaline-hydeotysis- . 2/ 172010
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