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Scavenging of Recycling and Trash Containers 
What is Scavenging? 
 
 The act of removing cans and other recyclable 

materials from recycling and trash containers 
 Illegal activity – defined as an infraction 
 Carried out by individuals and organized groups 
 Mainly occurs at curbside, when containers are 

placed out for pickup 
 Concern raised in many Neighborhood Partnership 

meetings – not limited to a particular area 
 
 



Scavenging of Recycling and Trash Containers 
Why is Scavenging a Problem? 
 
 Considered a “Gateway” crime – seemingly petty 

offense that may lead to more serious criminal 
activity 

 Affects appearance and livability of neighborhood 
 Increases feelings of vulnerability and sense of 

having items “stolen” 
 Raises concerns about identify theft  

 
 

 
 
 



Scavenging of Recycling and Trash Containers 
Enforcement Challenges 
 
 Crime must be witnessed by police officer for 

violators to be cited – similar to moving violation 
 Residents hesitate to “bother” police with reports 

of scavenging 
 Scavengers not deterred by City regulations – small 

likelihood of being caught and insignificant 
penalties 

 Most residents set containers out the night before 
pickup – accommodates early morning pickups 
 
 



Scavenging of Recycling and Trash Containers 
Other Cities’ Experiences and Actions 
 
 Scavenging not unique to Hayward 
 All cities stress importance of reporting scavenging 

activity 
 Other actions taken in nearby cities: 

 Scavenging telephone hotlines to report activity 
 Tracking of reported calls to determine where highest 

levels of activity occur 
 Education campaigns – General and targeted 
 Letters to registered owners of vehicles used for 

scavenging 
 
 



Scavenging of Recycling and Trash Containers 
Current Legal Remedies and Actions 
 
 Anti-Scavenging Ordinance: 
 Stresses economic loss 
 Escalating fines - $100/$200/$500  
 Subsequent violations – elevated to misdemeanor 

 Other Actions Taken to Reduce Scavenging 
 Recyclables pick up schedule posted on HPD intranet 
 Warning stickers for containers distributed 
 Residents encouraged to set out recyclables on morning of 

pickup 
 Residents urged to report all scavenging activity to HPD 

dispatch 

 
 
 



Scavenging of Recycling and Trash Containers 
Other Near- and Long-Term Strategies 
 
 Develop additional education and outreach materials, e.g., 

billing inserts and website information 
 Implement a scavenging hotline (Police Dispatch:  293-7000) 
 Notify owners of involved vehicles about penalties 
 Work collaboratively with neighborhood groups to 

encourage reporting of scavenging activity 
 Track calls and identify scavenging “hot spots” for 

intensified outreach and surveillance 
 Review scavenging prohibition ordinance and evaluate 

effectiveness of increased penalties 
 
 
 



Questions/Discussion 
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