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Stopwaste’s Single-Use Bag Reduction Ordinance

Outline of Report
e Update to October 5, 2011 Committee Meeting

v’ Summarized StopWaste’s Draft EIR evaluating a countywide single-use
bag ban

v’ Described current state law for grocers to provide reusable bags for
purchase

StopWaste’s Proposed Single-Use Bag Ordinance
Fiscal and Economic Impacts

Public Contact

Schedule
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StopWaste’s Single-Use Bag Reduction Ordinance

Discussion
e StopWaste’s Single-Use Bag Reduction Ordinance

v’ Prohibit free distribution of single-use carryout paper and plastic bags
at checkout

v Apply to retail stores that sell packaged foods, e.g., milk, bread or
soda; about 1,900 businesses

v’ Include all supermarkets, grocers and drug stores; exclude restaurants
and non-profit charitable organizations

v Apply County-wide; adoption by each jurisdiction or StopWaste
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StopWaste’s Single-Use Bag Reduction Ordinance

Proposed Provisions
e Reusable Bag Requirements

v Minimum volume of 15 liters, sturdy handles, and a minimum
thickness if made of plastic

v’ Sold at stores to comply with current state law
e Store Charge of S0.10 Per Paper & Reusable Bag

v Encourages reusable bags

v’ Allows choice to pay for a bag or bring one

v’ Prevents a shift from thin bags to other single-use bags, e.g.,
documented reduction in single-use bags by Washington D.C.
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StopWaste’s Single-Use Bag Reduction Ordinance

Proposed Provisions
e Require paper bags contain 40% recycled content
e Exempt produce bags, and bags offered by restaurants
e Effective Dates
v’ January 1, 2013: Single-use carryout bags prohibited at check out

v’ January 1, 2013: A store charge of $S0.10 on each recycled paper or
reusable bag

v’ January 1, 2015: A store charge of $S0.25 on each paper or reusable
bag if StopWaste finds that the number of paper bags has
significantly increased

 Enforcement by StopWaste; fines per violation
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StopWaste’s Single-Use Bag Reduction Ordinance

Other Aspects of the Ordinance

* Estimated implementation costs: $518,000; $200,000 in on-going costs
e Complaint-based compliance

e Cities confirmed as participants: Fremont, Oakland and San Leandro

e Litigation by plastic bag industry group anticipated
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StopWaste’s Single-Use Bag Reduction Ordinance

Fiscal & Economic Impacts

e Customers would incur the additional $0.10 store charges for paper and
reusable bags and the additional costs to purchase reusable bags

Fiscal impacts to the City would include convening stakeholder meetings
and disseminating literature

Solid Waste Program staff would implement the ordinance using available
Recycling Fund monies

Public Contact

e Comments solicited by StopWaste from various groups

e Community meeting planned for June for business owners
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StopWaste’s Single-Use Bag Reduction Ordinance

Schedule

e Submit a report to the City Council in February 2012

* |nitiate outreach to affected businesses beginning May 2012
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