Free eNews from your Hayward Fire Department
Storm Weather Advisory

A storm system has been moving across the San Francisco and Monterey Bay region with the
possibility of continuing at least through the weekend. Although there is still some uncertainty
with the details, there is increasing information that portions of Hayward may receive substantial
amounts of rainfall, off and on, that will begin to saturate the local area.

In addition, south to southwest winds will begin to increase tonight with gusts to around 35 mph.
Thursday nights gusts are possible over 50mph after midnight. Due to the likelihood for locally
heavy rain and strong winds, power outages are possible. In addition, local Urban and Small
Stream flooding are possible. Anyone planning on traveling to a higher elevation such as Lake
Tahoe may encounter up to two inches of snow which could make travel difficult if you are
unprepared.

Please take the time now to prepare in advance and assure your family a safe winter as this first
storm passes through.

During Severe Winter Weather, if it has been raining hard for several hours, or steadily raining
for several days, be alert to the possibility of a flood. Listen to local radio or TV stations for
flood information and know what the terminology means:

Urban and/or Small Stream Flood Advisory- Alerts the public to flooding that is only an
inconvenience (not life threatening) to those living in the affected area. This advisory is issued
when heavy rain will cause flooding of streets and low lying areas places in urban areas. Also
issued when small rural or urban streams are expected to reach or exceed bank-full.

Flood Watch- A flood is possible in your area. Those living in the flood plain are urged to be
ready to take action if a flood warning is issued or observed.

Flood Warning- Flooding is occurring or is imminent in your area. Heavy rain in a widespread
area can cause continued soil saturation.

Flash Flood Watch- Flash flooding is a possibility or a close watch in your area. Those in the
affected area are urged to be ready to take action if a flash flood warning is issued or if flooding
IS observed.

Flash Flood Warning- A flash flood is occurring and signifies a dangerous situation. Very
heavy rain that falls in a short period of time can lead to flash flooding, depending on local
terrain, ground cover, soil saturation and initial creek conditions.


http://www.hayward-ca.gov/CITY-GOVERNMENT/DEPARTMENTS/FIRE/DISASTER-PREPAREDNESS/ENGLISH/dp_sw_EN.shtm
http://msc.fema.gov/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/FemaWelcomeView?storeId=10001&catalogId=10001&langId=-1

Listen to local radio and NOAA Weather Radio for weather reports. TV stations for information
and advice. If told to evacuate, do so as soon as possible. Be alert to signs of flash flooding,
mudslides and be ready to evacuate on a moment’s notice. Move to higher ground away from
rivers, streams, creeks, and storm drains. Do not drive around barricades; they are there for your
safety. Prepare for the power to be out for some time.

Know what to expect and know your area’s flood risk. If unsure, call your local planning and
zoning department. If you live in a flood plain, check to see if you have insurance that covers
flooding. If not, find out how to get flood insurance. Keep insurance policies, documents, and
other valuables in a safe deposit box or another secure water tight location. If forced outside,
wear several layers of loose fitting, light-weight warm clothing rather than one layer of heavy
clothing. The outer garments should be tightly woven and water repellent. Have a Family
Disaster Preparedness Guide ; Prepare 72 hour (minimum) Kits for your home, workplace and
car. Understand what and how to use the items available to you. Move your furniture and
valuables to higher floors of your home or work. When a Flood Watch is issued, identify where
you could go if told to evacuate. Choose several places, a friend’s home, in another unaffected
area, a motel, or a shelter.

Sand bags are available to all City of Hayward residents during rain storms free of charge (up to
12 bags). The bags are located in front of the City’s corporation yard at 24505 Soto Road.
Assistance is available upon request to load the bags. If you need assistance during the hours of
6:30 a.m. to 4:30 pm. Monday through Friday the office can be reached at 510-881-7745. After
hours residents need to call the Hayward Police Department at 510-293-7000.

For detailed, updated weather information just for your area, please see our website at:
www.Hayward-ca.gov  Click on the red “Disaster Preparedness” button then, click on the
“Severe Weather” button or contact the Hayward Fire Department Emergency Services Office
for additional information at (510) 583-4948.



http://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/nwrrcvr.htm
http://www.hayward-ca.gov/CITY-GOVERNMENT/DEPARTMENTS/FIRE/DISASTER-PREPAREDNESS/ENGLISH/dp_sw_EN.shtm
http://www.redcross.org/prepare/disaster/power-outage
http://www.hayward-ca.gov/CITY-GOVERNMENT/DEPARTMENTS/FIRE/DISASTER-PREPAREDNESS/ENGLISH/dp_gpi_EN.shtm
http://www.hayward-ca.gov/CITY-GOVERNMENT/DEPARTMENTS/FIRE/DISASTER-PREPAREDNESS/ENGLISH/dp_gpi_EN.shtm
http://www.redcross.org/prepare/location/home-family/get-kit
http://www.hayward-ca.gov/
http://www.hayward-ca.gov/CITY-GOVERNMENT/DEPARTMENTS/FIRE/DISASTER-PREPAREDNESS/ENGLISH/dp_sw_EN.shtm

